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A Viſitation, Tryal, and Warning 
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Am the Bight of the World, faith the Prophet whom. 
God hath raiſed up like unto Ae, of whom 
God ſpake unte Moſes, ſaying, Iwill raiſe them 
p a Prophet from among, their hreth , Uh unte 
thee, and I will put my words in his mauth and he 
ſhalt ſpeak unto them all which I ſhall command bim; and it i x 
to paſs, that whoſoever will not hearken unto my words which 21 
ſpea in my Name, Iwill re guire it of him. He is the true 94 
the world, the true Prophet, which cometh in the Nam N 4. 
moſt high God, that ſent, him a light into the world, "to. 
givelight unto all Nations, that all Nations chrough him who j 
the light of the World, may come to believe and knew the Al Jo 2 
| mighty power of the Lord God, who is working a Work in que => 
wh dayes, at which the eares of many ſhall tingle.: And H Hills 
mighty and terrible day, which is at hand, beivbfringirg (opal 
to make many tongnes, and languages, and peoples, wht 
people of many Nations, of one heart, and of one ming 
ſoul, and to ſer up his Standard in Z ion, and his Salvation 
ſalem : And fuch their Authority and Dominion will I 
bau, who ſeeks in the ſpirir of pure love and migekneſe, it 
kis Seeprer of Righteouſneſs lifted over alt the Heads of hens 
godly, who are out of the fear of the'trerrial dreadful God 
life and everlaſting power, working their own | ; 
bliſhing their own Wills. 3 
And with this voice do I cry unto thee O TURK; Wie 
over many Regions, that over many more thou may ig 
til all the earth be ſubdued for thee; for evermore roftane} 
thy Authority, the Dominion of the Seed to be gvex t 
Earth; being ſent of the ey God unto t f 
whole Nation, with che Meſſage of e 
mouth, which if ye reteive, the Lord t 
warder in righteouſdeſe and bebell, ci h 
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greater, and . , and great proſperity ſhall 
compaſs the dwelling of the deſolate, the fatherleſs and the wi- 
dows and not one begging bread ſhall be in thy Dominion from 
the one end thereof unto the other, but all ſhall ſee the plenti- 
ful day of God, and the ſeed of the next generation ſhall bleſſe 
the remembrance of thee,and their poſterity for ever, even from 
one generation to another, ſhall declare thy memorial, which 
ſhall never be blotted aur. 

But if otherwiſe thou reſiſt, and incline not thine ear unto 
counſel, but reſiſt the Meſſage of the Lord God of eternal life, 
and infinite power, behold I return, if unto the Tombs of my 
Fathers with my peace with me, which God hath given me, and 
no man can take from me, and the hand of the dreadful Lord 
God of Hoſts will follow me, which Nations ſhall caſte of, in 
ſore diſpleaſure, that reſiſt my Teſtimony of this Prophet whom 
I eeclare is the light of the World. 

Whon I declare, that him. who is the light of the World, all 
Nations may come to know, that all Nations may worſhip but 
one God, and have but one King and chief Authority to rule 
and reign over them, and that by him who is the light of the 
World, you may be taught all things, as from the mouth of the 
ddp lie, chat no ſtrength may exceed your power, as ye ſhal 

the hand of the Lord to be with you, and no Wiſdom like 
unto your underſtanding, as yeu take counſel of the Lord, and 
not of man, by which you ſhall ſee the utter overthrow and 
zonfulion , yea the everlaſting deſolation of all that ſnall con- 
ire againſt you, and the whole ſtrength and wiſdom of man to 
be but as duſt, and as a thing lighter then vanity in the air, that 

ſhall imbody themſelves as Hoſts, ſtriving to work your over- 
throw. 
And this in the remembrance of Gods Decree of loving kindneſs 
to the leaſt ia your Nation, is tendred to try your willingneſſe 
to be everlaſtingly eſtabliſhed. 

Behold, cry, The Propket of the Lord, the light of 
the World dra eth nigh your Gates, and knocketh at the door 
of vont hearts, Oh Turk! thou the greateſt in ſtrength (of the 
arm of fleſh.) and mightieſt in power in that which as graſſe is 
jet to wither, beyond many peoples, yea, even all the _— 
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(2) a — 
I hon ovghteſt to know this one thing chiefly, Fhat the dread- 
ful Almighty God is King of the whole Earth, and Lord of the 
Heavens alſo, with whom all Nations are but as the duſt of the 
ballance, and drop of a Bucket, who meaſureth the Heavens as 
with a ſpan, and holdeth the earth and the ſeas in the hollow of. 
bis hand; he is infinite in his Decrees, and his wayes paſt finding 
out; he hath overturned many Princes by his power, and over- 
thrown Kings by his might, and made many Nations heaps of 
deſolation, and laid the pleaſant places waſte ; foraſmuch as the 
Lord of Hoſis is jealous of his glory, which many have turned 
into contempt, even as the proud and lofty in heart have ſaid, Is 
therea Godover us , that we ſhould fear to execute our Wills 
upon any? And ſo have turned equity backward, and have not | 
had regard unto the commandments of God, and have fruſtra- 7 
ted his Law, and caſt his holy precepts behind their backs; and  — 2; 
have devoured the man of low degree, and oppreſſed the ſather k 
leſe and the widow , and have not had regard to the ſtrangen 
which hath viſited them in loving kindneſs\, but rather, have 
ſought to ſwallow up the innocent in his ſimplicity , with theit 
borrid abominable cruelty. ' 
And in this the glory of the Lord hath' been defaced, and is 
defaced by all that walk in the crookedneſs of the imaginations 
of their own hearts, ſtrengthning themſelves in their own ways, 
making Fences for their ſafegard in iniquity, and Bulwarks for 
5 their ſtrength in unrighteouſneſs, and yet calls upon the Name 
of the Lord, as if Cod had regard unto the cryes of the wick- 
0 ed, who will puniſh the ſinner in ion, and reward the evil- wor. 
| ker in Jeruſalem. 
| And therefore all Nations ought to be awakened, leaſt the 
| ſons of men are cut off in the corruption of their Ways. And 
thou above all Princes and Kings, as the greateſt in all parts of 
. the Earth, oughteſt to ſhine forth as the brightneſs of the South 
- atnoon-day, and as the chiefeſt of all Nations in example of 
righteouſneſs, and purity of heart, which will crown thee with 
everlaſting honour, far exceeding the honors of the Kingdoms 
of men, and cauſe thy Name never to be forgotten from gene- 
ration to generation, for ever; to be remembred after thee by 
all che Lords people, and ſervants of the living God on — 
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” . ſoundalſo may ſtrike a dread through all the dead Worſhippers 

of Images in all quarters of the whole World; and thenir will 
come to paſs, that many will ſtand amazed at the excellency of 
thy beauty and renown; and thoſe that hate thee ſhall be tor- 
mented becauſe of thee, and gnaſh their teeth at thy proſperi- 
ty, and lye down in reſtleſs pangs of perplexity. 

And — for the glory of the Aimighty God's ſake, and 
that with it thou mayeſt be eſtabliſned, and a holy ſeed after 
thee in perpetual praiſe. 

Ariſe ,and ſtand up, and ſhine fotth in the excellency of meek- 
neſs and in the humbleneſs,and patience, andforbearance of thy 
heart, and in this moſt noble — excellent underſtanding, and 
choiceſt Wiſdom; liſſen for a ſeaſon, and incline thine ear in due 
time to that in thee which is not of the Kingdoms of men; and 
behold from the Lord God, I ſhew thee the coming of the Pro- 
phetina parable. 

Like as the gloty of the dun ariſing in in the Eaſt, in mighty 
irreſiſtable power, diſperſing and ſending all the black clouds be- 
yond the appearance of the Weſt, where place cannor hide their 
blackneſs as the Sun follows in his glorious Aaming courſe, ma- 
king all to paſs away as in ſhame and great fear. 

Oh what can ſtand before the brightneſs of the DAY? is not 
all the firſt in a tottering frame when the glory of the moſt high 
breaks forth? Men of ſtrength may wonderfully ſtrive, & men 
of prudence dive deeply, but no man is hid from the day. 

Neither knoweth the Wiſdome of the whele World from 
_ 1 the breath of the Wind cometh, and over what it brea- 

_ 

No man hath deſcended into the deep to count the ſands hid 
with the Waters of the Ocean. Who then can fathom Wiſdom 
5 underſtand that which the natural never ſaw nor thought 
ore | | 
Under this I conclude the whole world, All fleſh-hath corrupted 
K's way before the Lord, and the wiſdom of the firſt man Adam 
is not regained, foraſmuch as the reſcauration hath been hid 
from ages, which unto the deſolate is tendered, that a broken 
wall may not remain without repaire in a whole Nation. 


And 


1 


d 


- — — 
1 * 
N 


| (5) 

And behold it is coming, it is coming, and with bleſſing thou 
wilt be bleſſed, and the ſeed of the whole Dominion, if thou ſrop 
not the courſe of bleſſing from thine own head. 

Many generations before thee would have rejoiced to have 
ſeen this day which is coming towards thee of Good chings, if 
thou hearken to God, and deſpiteſt not the Meſſengers and Mi- 
ſters of his word, but liſteneſt with open ear to inſtruction, that 
thou mayeſt be eſtabliſned for ever, the Throne of Righteouſ- 
neſs to be the Lords, and thou the inſtrument in the Lords hand, 
whereby Juſtice, Mercy & Peace may be eſtabliſhed; & this know 
thee, That the Lord God of Heaven and Earth, whoſe dread rea- 
cheth unto the ends of all Dominio ns of the earth, Jehovah the 
Lord of Hoſts, is his Name, can work without thee, and beyond 
thee, and over the heads of all Powers, who can change all hearts 
and affections in a moment, and in the twinkling of an eye, and 
make all affected onely with his own glory; but my God is the 
unſpeakable Fountain of Mercy and long- ſuffering, who is riſen 
to prove and try many peoples, and behold he layes this work, 
and is laying it now at thy Gates, and one that loves thy ſoul is 
ſent unto thee, that cannot flatter thee, but ſpeaks the ſimplici- 
ty of truth unto thee, and not his own words, as a lying divina- 
tion. 

But this is truth from him that dwelleth with the truth, God 
is light, and in him is no darkneſs at all, who is ariſen to try thee, 
that chou maiſt be proved whether in the pure tender love thou 
ſingly ſtandeſt, or in the obſtinacy reſteſt, as one fate down in 
a Chair of carved Stone. 

I ſay, Thus is the Lord God ariſen to try thee, even as he is 
coming to maketrue proof of thy ways, and to knew therein 
whether thou art able to bear and endure, and paſs a tryal 
of thy ways, in which the Lord who regardeth onely an humble 
heart, will altogether ſift thee as unto the bottom, and prove 
thee whether thou ſtandeſt as the holy Fathers and Kings did in 
the days of old, as David, whowith an humble heart received 
the reproef and judgement of Nathan, and many more, who 


mou precious Patterns unto thee, and Examples before 
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3 


. 


(6) 

May I be blamed in all this? doth not V Viſdom belong to the 
mighty, &doth not Counſel become the Kings Court, and under- 
ſranding the chiefeſt pallaces? And hath God bleſſed me with 
his V Vord, and ſhewed me his V Vonders which are coming to 
pafs, and can l hide them from the King? Hath God put under- 
ſtanding in my heart, to underſtand the deep things which have 
been 1 from ages, and ſhall I darten and mate void the bleſ- 
ſing with ſilence? Hath God ſhewed me the bleſſings of a peo- 
ple, and the curſe of a Nation, and ſhall I bury this in the womb 
of obſcurity, and not publiſh the revelation of God, and ſo 
chrough a careleſs heart come to be aumbredamong the curſed 
for ever 

Nay nay, let all men ſhout at me with their Arrows, let their 
ſword tonch me, and lec death compaſs me on every hand , ra- 
ther then mine Inheritance of bleſſing I may loſe from the 
hand of the Lord, and peace to my conſcience for ever. 

And verily in this I know the hazard of much, whileſc in all I 
ſeck but the ſalyation of ſouls, and that thou with many mayeſt 
come to the receiving of the immortal Treaſure of Y Viſdom; 
and can the ſpirics of men take offence at me in this thing ? Can- 
not I try the choiceſt in their ways, as plainly as. the greateſt A- 
poſtates who have loſt the ſtate of Manhood, in whom brutiſh- 
neſs is ſeated, and violence as the chief governor of the bodies of 
peoples? who have loſt the firſt ear that could hear, through 
the degeneration of him that begat them; and mankind ſpri 
ing from the ſame Root of Adam polluted nature. Vea, with- 
out « parable may I not plainly prove all Nations chat ſtumbles; 
the honeſt part of thy inquiry? And cannot I reach unto Rowe, 
Pope, aud over the darkneſs and ſottiſhneſs of all —— , who 
blindly will ſpeak and queſcion things as to matter of evil con- 
ſequences, calling them ſo in their inquiries, before they come 
to (ce che ſubſtance of the good which cometh only from God, 
and thereby in perverſe ignorance calls the good evil, andare 
ſetters up of evil for good. 

Should che love of God extend beyond meaſure, and compaſ- 
ſion reach over a Nation, to touch idolatry with a tender viſita- 
tion of putting a people upon enquiry, before wrath as an over 
flowing Flood doth — 2 and if the people of chat nati- * ; 
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(7 
on ſhould riſe up againſt the *4 Wh in that Work, and ſlay him 
* that the Maſter ſent; woald not ſuch a people plainly appear to 
be fallen below the ſpirits of men? yea, far below a bealtly part, 
which are naturally out of the ſenceof rewarding their kind, 
ſo unſpeakably fall of evil, and wickedly. 

NM ; ſuch things came to paſs through the cruelty of the un- 
4 or which cauſe God overturned, and utterly overthrow- 
ed the places of great renown, and made beautiful Pallaces a 
howling Wilderneſs, when in ages paſt their iniquities , Whore- 
doms and Murders were filled up. | 

But this I ſhew as to what hath been chiefly; now that which is 
to be I write. | 

I cannot run from the Porch of Wiſdoms Gates, or flye from 
the door of her Houſe, foraſmach as I would ſhew the greateſt 
among men the entrance into her habication , that that only 
beautiful habitation may be known to be the Kings Pallace, 
where Infamy ſhall never conch the Head of his Dignity. 

And here is Wiſdom for the Emperor, To know the birth of 
the Immortal Seed in him; to know ſomething of God 1 
forth unto Majeſty and Dominion in him, which ſhal rule the 
Nations as with a Rod of Iron. 

Many parables might my life utter, and ſeal up the Myſterie 
in hidden ſentences, and leave the ſons of menin the ſame ob. 
ſcurity, grovelling as in the night-ſeaſon, and groping as in a 
black Dungeon, and aſter weariſom times to lye down in ſor- 
rows, and never able to come to know the light of the Day of 
God, which is more clear then cryſtal; and the Wiſdom ſpring- 
ing from it, which is more excellent then Rubies, and more re- 
fined and precious then pure Gold, which is the defence of Ar- 
mies, and ſtrength of Nations. 27 24 1 

Oh how might the aged ſollace themſelves in the meditation 
thereof ! and the young men take pleaſure in the exerciſe of the 
infinite vertue which is hid therein which maketh all ſhine as a 
Diadem, yet hideth the comely parts from the eye of the vulte- 
rous, that the unclean may not ſce the face of the King: ſo that 
the prudent in a pure life can only draw nigh in the prefence- of 
Wiſdom, to ſtand juſtified in the Kings Court. 
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Oh that the greateſt among men in Authority did but ſee my 
affection to the leaſt in the Land | Oh that mine hand might 
touch his head, that he might ſack of the Breaſts of my Mother 
which bare me, that he might deink and live for ever, and have a 
dwelling-place over death, to ſee the powers thereof ſwallowed 
up into Victory. 5 

Had I began my meditation in the dawning of the day, and 
written ſince the timely ſun · riſing, and continued to the hour of 
this ſeaſon; yea, could I have pondered ſince the hour of my 
conception, and meditated in the Chambers of the Womb, and 
written ſince the hour of my birth, yet could not I ſpeak of that 
which is as it is, nor that which is to come in the infinite fulneſs 
as it i ready to break forth. * | — | 

I may.cry Wiſdom in the ſtreets, and ſpread forth mine arms 
- the Gates, and open my mouth in the pleaſant Fields, and 

ay, | SY 

. O ye ſons of men, return tothe Loyd Cod, whom the whole 
world bath forſaken, and gone a whoring after other gods , and ſought 
firange things, and plantedrhemſelves Trees in a wilderneſs, but be- 
held, the fruits thereof abe Lord bath no regard unte; for how i it 
that the ſons of men are calling upon God with their mouth, whileſt 
they profane hug hol] N ame in their hearts. 

God beareth not the prayers of the ungodly, and their cry in their 
turij ſeaſon is but ar the barbing of 4 dot ge at midnight, nd but as 
the ae ech of a devomring beaſt , ſeeking hu prey in his wandering 
courſe ut evening in the Mala f 

Verily I ſay unto all mankind upon the Face of the Earth 
God is wearied, ven the Lord God is burdened, and his ſoul is la- 
den wich the ſacrifice of the uuclean yea bow can it be declared 
in this generation how the Lord hack ted for many genera- 
tions to be gracious unto the ſons of men, bur their iniquities 
haye turned afide his bleſſings, for th it hack been even over 
the face of the whole Earth , the ſons of men in all their ways 
have ſpoken of Gods :Worſhip, and have worſhippedin this 
place, and upon that Mountui a, and in this Form, arid in ano- 
ther Adminiſtration ſoralled; but as ſoon almoſt as they are te- 
moved from their ſeats in their Temples made wich hands, vhere 
they were worſhipping che Works of their own hands, = 
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the imaginations of their hearts, they turh into lewdneſs, and 
lying and ſwearing, and whoredom, and drunkenneſs, and rob- 
bery, and envy, and hatred, and murder, and fcoffing, and ſcor- 
ning, and into the luſt of uncleanneſs , and their ſacrifice the 
Lord God requires not until they have waſhed their hands of 
blood, and their hearts of iniquity, and their whole body of the 
pollution of their Life. : 

And lo ſhew this unto the JEWS of all ſorts, that the ewt 
alſo may come to be converted, and come to know the healing, 
They muſt all come to the cleanfing of the heart by blood, and 
the purifying of their conſciences by the blood of ſprinkling, 
Which is not uſed(in this the mighty day of God, which is dawn- 
ed)as an Ordinance of a carnal Commandment, but is come ,and 
coming, as the ſubſtance of the eternal Decree of God concer- 
ning the redemption from all the former, and reftauration unto 
— firſt, and as the fulfilling of the promiſe of an endleſſe 

e. 

And therefore be awakened all ye that have ſlumbred, and are 
ſlumbering in the night of your Fathers, who were in the rebel- 
lion againſt God, notwithſtanding they had the Law 
and the Precepts of God, even as from the mouth of God: 
Oh how did your Fathers the Jews rebel and tempr the Lord 
God, although his mercies unto them were the greateſt! Yea, T 
may ſay there was not a Nation that taſted of mercy as your fa- 
-thers did, eat and drink of ſalvation from many Enemies, and 
deliverance from numberleſs afflictions; yet how was it from 
age unto age? often in their ſtreights they murmured, and when 
they were at eaſe they waxed fat through mercies, and kicked a- 
gainſt God, until Shi/ob came, the Promiſe unto the Remnant 
of your Seed, but he coming not according to your Fathers ex- 
pectation, even as the Wonders of God in all ages were wrought 
contrary to the expectations or imaginations of the hearts of 
men, ard therefore they took counſel together, and put him to 
death: And thus the promiſe came unto many, for with- 
out blood there could be no remiſſion of ſins, althongh by the 
wilfulneſs of your Fathers in this matter ye have from chat time 
been as a curſe over the whole earth. 
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; . Nevertheleſs for yon there is a hope left, yea for you a promiſe 
remains, if yet ye return, and enquire, and ſeek diligently as in 
the morning, and be found early and earneſtly ſtriving as in the 
timely ſeaſon, before the advantage of the day paſs over your 
heads, and ye be left as in the place of blindneſs, here all your 
hope and expectation ſhall wither, and be made fruitleſs as 2 
thing of nought. 

And therefore I ſay, Not as you will have times, and ſeaſons, 
and days, and worſhips, and deliverances come to paſs, ſhall it 
come to paſs unto you, or be brought to paſs concerning you; 
but as the YVord of the Lord God is, and hath been the ſame 
from ages, which reicheth alſo unto this age, (from the dread 
of which the ſons of men ſhall not — , nor finda bideing- 
place to reſt themſelves, who walks in the ways of uncleanneſs, 
and doth traverſe the pathes of iniquity and unrighteouſ- 
neſs. 

425 therefore wait for the word of the Lord God unto you, 
that you may come to know your motion in righteouineſs, that 
you may feel the vengeance removed which hath been long over 
your heads, that thereby you may come to know the redemption 
in your days, and the reſtauration of God in the ſeaſon of his 
appointed time; until which, in vain is all your Synagogue and 
Temple -worſhips, and Altar- Offerings. And therefore all peo - 
ple upon the Face of the Earth, Jew and Gentile, Barbarian,Sei- 
thian, Bond and Free, muſt all come to know that principle and 
meaſure of the gift of God, which is in bondage in them, to 
be made free by the 72 operation of the work of the Lord 
through them, which thouſands, and ten thouſands for want of 
the good underſtanding, are ſtrangers unto, and therefore are 
ſound actors daylie in enmity to the motions of it; and that is a 
dangerous ſtate, in whom the God of this world ( whom the 
Heathen worſhips ) hath blinded the eye of their minds, mark, 
hath blinded the eye of their minds, whereby the whole world 
are but in the Hiſtory, out of the underſtanding of the Myſte- 
ry and Power of godlineſs, and life of the prophets and holy 
men of God of old. 

I fay therefore unto all fleſh living, Keep filence, and liſten ta 
ihe word of the Lord God in ſilence, (mark) liſten to hear wes 
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word of the Lord in ſpirit, in ſilence, when all reaſon, & earth- 


ly conſultations and diſputings, and queſtionings in the mind, is 


caſt out, in the bed, in the vineyards, in the ſeeret cloſet, in the 
fields, and then it ſhal come to paſs to your remembrance, that 
there is ſomething in man which convinceth a man of the evil of 
his wayes, and that wil ſhew a man the iniquities of his youth, 
and the fins of his riper years, and bring all unto his remem- 
brance in the ſight of the Lord, and then it wil be ſeen, that not 
any ſacrifice or oblation hath blotted out any one fin ont of the 
remembrance of God, when as man in his own conſcience is ac- 
cuſed for all, yea, then is the ſacrifice ſhort of blotting out ini- 

uity, and his prayers ſhort of removing his tranſgreſſions: nay, 
. if a man ſhould offer ten thouſand Rivers of Oyle, and 
the blood of a thouſand Bulls and he-goats, & as many Rams, 
and were it the Fruit of his body for the fin of his ſoul, it can» 
not purge the heart, or cleanſe the ſpirit , and therefore nc 
clear the conſcience from the juſt accuſation of God in the hid- 
den parts of a mans mind, and ſecret meditations of his ſpiritz 
and if in this ſtate a man periſheth, where is the r which he 
ſhall flye unto in the laſt hour? and in what ſtandeth the hope 
of life everlaſting? All ſober hearts in this may read the danger 
of ignorance, and peril of blindneſs in the luſt of fin and un- 
righteouſneſs, out of the true underſtanding of the true wot- 
ſhip and ſervice of God. 

And foraſmuch as Wiſdom removeth the vails of darkneſs, 
and openeth the path of iniquity , and leadeth to the Fountain 
of righteouſneſs, and bringeth to the Well-ſpring of truth, I 
hereby hold forth the ground thereof, and from whence it 
ſprings, and how it comes to be received and ſtood in, to the 
honor of theliving God, and beautifying of the Face of the juſt, 
and renown of the upright. 

The dreadful God of Heaven and Earth, who is a ſpirit inſi- 
nite, who is light, is the Vertue, Fountain and Treaſure of wif- 
dom, peace, and life everlaſting, [Mark, and read with under- 


ſtanding, ] God who hath been a ſtranger unto the Inhabitants * 


of the Earth, is light, who ſearcheth every heart and tryeth the 
reins, andthe hidden parts of the bowels, hath ſent his onely be- 
gotten Son a Light into the world, whoſe light ſhineth in the 


conſciences | 


| rz) | 
conſcience of every man that com eth into the World; by which 

phtin a mans conſcience he is convinced and condemned for 
his wickedneſs. This light convinceth a man in his on heart 
and underſtanding, of lying, and _—_— and pride, and en- 
vy, and perſecution, and diffimulation, and murder, and whore- 
_ all unrighteouſneſs, and uncleanneſs both of fleſh and 

irit. 

Phi, light is pure, which ſheweth a man every unelean ſpot of 
his life; and unto this light in a mans conſciencemuſt a man turn 
in his mind, to be 2 by it in his heart, which cometh from 
Cod who is light; and by it which cometh from God who is the 
Fountain, a man will be lead to the firſt principle of the 
underſtanding, that is to ſay, unto the fear of the Lord, which 
is the beginning of Wiſdom, which Solomon the wiſe King ſpoke, 
which was not only his words, but alſo it was his life, whereby he 
came to grow in the wonderful Underſtanding and admired 
Wiſdom, which the Regions round about were amazed at. 

Andunto this day the Lord God is the ſame to all that feare 
his Name in truth, and his loving kindneſs is not ſhortned , nor 
his mercy and favour ſlackned,bur as man hath ſlackned his ſteps 
in os waiting upon the Lord in the fear and dread, and 
awe of his Name. 

Therefore I ceaſe not to cry, Fear, fear, dread and tremble, 
tremble before the Lord God of Hoſts ye Sons and Daughters 
of Adam, be ye ſhaken as in a tempeſt, ye ſtrong Oaks and tall 
Cedars; bow down ye lofty Hills and exalted Mountains; let the 
Rocks and ſtony places of the Nations be rent, let all be made 
as a ſmooth place for the Lord to execute his judgments in righ- 
teouſneſs, that the Lord God alone may be exalted in majeſty in 
every heart; let all knees bow, and every tongue confeſs his 
dread and infinite power, that under the Fonntain the Nations 
and people may ſtand, that the ſtreams may iſſue and run down 
upon every head, and make glad every heart, with the oyl of an- 
, nointing, the living, and pouring Wiſdom down as Floods, ma- 
king way in the hearts of the ſons of men, in counſel and pru- 
dence to receivethe Oracles of God as a portion of a plenteous 
Treaſure, thereby to encreaſe in the vertue thereof, which ſhall 
cauſe a mans brightneſs to glimmer in the eye of his _— 

an 
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and makethe Heathen wonder at the appearance thereof, and 


make the fool roar out when he feels his back ſmitten with the 
Rod of Prudence, which kis younger in years bears in his right 
hand, ruling the heart in uprightneſs. 

This is the Treaſure, [ Mi] whereof the Meſſiah is the 
Fountain, who hath revealed himſelf the light of the underſtan- 
ding of the heart of man, who is the feed made manifeſt, 
which was ſpoken of( aſter man fell into the 2 and 
ſubverſion ) ſhould come and bruiſe the Serpents head, to reſtore 
again that Image which was loſt through mans diſobedience. 

And now unto the appearance of his Grace, that is to ſay, the 
light where with every man is lightned, which cometh from the 
Meſſi ah, they muſt be turned, which ſhines in their eonſciences, 
which (as I have (aid) doth ſhew a man in ſpitit and in ſecret, bis 
ſins, & the reward & wages thereof, which is death everlaſting to 
all that dye and periſh in their fins: And this light in a mans 
conſcience will keep his heart pure, and in pute fear, out of the 
offence, as he is lead by it, and it will lead into patience, temper- 
ance, meekneſs, chaſtity, charity, peace, and all vertue, ſo that 
every day of a mans years, ſhall add to the underſtanding of his 
heart, until all the gloomineſs of the former time, and darkneſs 
of the night, be driven away by the dawning of the day, and 
day-ſtar ariſing in the heart, and the revelation of the ſun of 
righteouſneſs in the glory of his light and life. * 

And much more of the beauty and vertue then I do mention, 
it will lead unto, as unto quietneſs and ſetledneſs, out of ſtrife 
and hard contentions, fightings and quarrellings, or railing of 
tumults or ſeaitions, or hereſies, or ſets, or many Opinions, 
to the dividing of Nations, but will unite all, and make all of 
one heart, and of one mind, to eſtabliſh Authority, and fer the 
Supreme in his Seat of Dominion, to rule in righteouſneſs , and 
eſtabliſh his Seed for ever, and will lead all into ſubjection to 
Authority, and all unto the knowledge and underſtanding of 
the true power of Authority , and Office of Magiltracy in the 
place thereof, which is, for the puniſoment of evil- doers, and for the. 
praiſe of them that do well. | | 

How might this be ſpoken of ! Oh how might it be deelared! 
No Scepter ſo glorious , no power ſo ſtrong , no Dominion ſo 
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certain and able as his who oP in the light, by it to be rede - 
med from under every curſe ot Cod, | mark II ſay, Redemp- 
tion and bleſſing ſtands only to che Seed and the Seed is the light Þ 
of the World. He that hath an ear, let him: hear. 

And to this Seed in man muft man come, that is to ſay, to the 
light wherewith he is light ned, that the Seed may live,unto which 
the promiſe of life and bleſſing is, for not unto Seeds , as unto 
many, was the promiſe made unto Abraham, but ante Thy Seed; 
in which God ſpake a parable to the whole World, ſo that man- 
kindin the blindneſs hath ſtood, our of che knowledge of the 
Promiſe, and chat unto which the promiſe was made, and there- 
fore far from receiving the bleſſing which is wich the promiſe 
unto the Seed. 

This is the ſum, Mar muſt know the light in his conſcience to rule 
him, elſe he i as a wild Ae, unruly, without a bridle in his mouth, or 
curb to his way, and knows no reſtraint to the wick, dneſ” of hu heart, 
but is ready to run ſwiftly in the open taſſat eto miſchief, and ruſhes 
on fiercely in wickedneſs, as a fed Horſe in the battel, having nat i 
bis heart the regard of God, or hus ſoul;, and ſo he murders Abel the 
juſt Seed in him, and that lets out a mans heart to murder the juſt 
man upon the carth without him, as if blood were of na price or value, 
or as if it ſhould never myre be required by the Lord at the hands of _ + 
the guilty and blood-thir | 

I ſay, A man muſt kim 4 guide in & irit, the light in his conſei- 
ence te rule his mind ani brart, that by the light in his conſcience be 
may witneſs and know what the abundance of his heart is, and ſoſee 
whether everlaſting bleſſing or curſing is to it; for thus it is, aut of 
the ab undante of the heart the month ſprałet h, and (0 doth every mens 
ber of the body alt, whether goed or evil. 

Let all hearts ponder this thing, and know, That Gods bleſ- 
ſings are not to the wicked, murderers, blood-thirſty, whores 
mongers, covetous, luſtful-hearted,abominable beaſtly natured, 
but his heavy curſes, and vengeance, and judgements, & plagues 
hangs over the heads of the — and corrupt Walkers; and 
debold, the day cometh which ſhall burn as a Fornace ſeven 
times gver- heated, and as an Oven filled with burning flames, 

and proud, and all the Adulterers, Whores and Whore- 
mo envious and wicked hearted , the Drunkard, and alt 
014150 mann er 


6 108 
manner of the ungodly, ſhall be as ſtraw in 
mer, and ſhall be conſumed in perplexity - or 
ſhall ſeek a hideing-place, but ſhall not find any 

And the wicked Kings and Princes of the Earth ſhall ariſe un- 
to that great Judgement, and ſhall feel the terrors of Hell, and 
Wrath and Wo from the Lord God of Hoſts. to compaſs them 
on every hand, and the recompence of Fools ſhall be the reward 
of the unrighteous, who have ſinned out their time in pleaſure 
and delight in corruption. 

Had I the tongues of many Orators, and the hands of many 
ſwift Writers, I could not expreſs the miſery and infinite endleſs 
horror of Gods fierce Wrath and Vengeance, which ſhall over- 
take the wicked as a ſnare, and how the Lord God will be aven- 
ged of all thoſe that have ſlaughtered (mocked, or reviled their 
neighbors, or the man of a meek heart) his Prophets and Mef- 
ſengers, as in all ages they were perſecuted as hereticks and ſedu- 
cers. | 

And therefore a warning to the whole Earth is ſounded forth; 
Repent, repent, repent, the mighty day of the Lord God of 
Hoſts is at hand, a day of howling draweth nigh, and the hour 
of bitter lamentacion cometh to paſs, and thouſands, and ten 
thouſands ſnall roar and lament, and curſe the day that ever 
they were born, and yet not find eaſe of their miſery; behold, 
behold, Gods jealouſie even already burns like fire, and who can 
quench the flames ? 

Come forth, come forth, oh ye ſons of men, who have had 
eaſe in the fleſh for many years, have ſported your ſelves in the 
pleaſure thereof,and made your hearts groſsin ugcleanneſs, and 
fatted your ſelves wich fraud, and with the ſlaughter of your in- 
nocent Neighbor; repent, and turn from your fins, let the El- 
ders of the Nations lament themſelves, and the inhabitants of 
the earth rent their hearts, whileſt the Lord God is warning and 
viſiting you, before his judgements in ſore diſpleaſure as an o- 
verflowing irreſiſtable Flood, overtakes the people, and ſweeps 
the Nations as with a beaſom of utter deſtruction, and ſcatters 
the wicked as the duſt and chaff of the high-wayes, as ing dem- 
pe of a mighty Wind, with the breath of his mouth, dere 

not a reſting-place upon the face of the earth left for the 
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ſons of men to * their abominations and tranſ- 
greſſions, which God will repay with vengeance. 
Remember Sadem, and call to mind the deſtruction of Gomo- 
rab. l 
Nini veh alſo was warned, and Niniveh repented, and was ſpa- 
red in the days of Jenab, and be it known unto you, this alſo is 
the day of your viſitation, written forth according to the com- 
mandment of God, and the motion of his Word from on high. 
And therefore whileſt ye have time, priſe it, that as wiſe, ye 
may learn Wiſdom, and live, and not as Fools, hate inſtruction, 1 


an — E 
L fay unto thee Oh Turk, the Great One, I am not come into 
thy Coaſts to hide knowledge from thine eyes, or underſtanding 
from thine heart, but in love to viſit ther with the Meſſage of a 
poodly Treaſure, which never failed to ſtrengthen my Fathers in 
a ſtrange Land, or to nouriſh their ſeed in a Wilderneſs, or to 
give courage to them in weakneſs to vanquiſh the mighty force 
of their Enemies, that Thou mayeſt come to the ſame, to drink 
of the ſame, and eat of the ſame, to be nourifhed with the ſame, 
unto the ſame life and dignity which the Lord giveth, which ex- 
celleth the honor of all mortal fleſh, which the Lord Cod will 
—— that his konor, and ſuch as he honors, may be onely hono- 
rable. | 
Lo, I declare the ſubſtance of all things, that thou mayeſt ap- 
ply thy heart in diligence to the fear of the Lord, that thereby 
thou mayeſt know the operation of the ſubſtance in thee , that 
with the vertue, power and life thereof, thou mayeſt come to 
propheſie uponchy Throne, as David did uponghis Throne; ahd 
- judge in Wiſdom in thy Pallace, as Solomon did in his Pallace and 
. Court, unto whom a heart of underſtanding was given, that he 
judged the people aright, and ſoughi not for counſel, or inſtru- 
tion, or advice from man, but had the Word from the Lord of 
Counſel, of Prudence, andof pure Judgement; fo that his 
Courts was bounded with Peace as with an [ron Band, and fen- 
© ced as with a Fort of Braſſe, until Solommn committed idolatry, 
and then was an Adverfary ſtirred up againſt him. Behold , the 
Lor will work mighty Wonders by thee,and thorow thee, | 
if thou takes counſel of him with an upright ſober heart, u- 


* on 


_— v 2 


— 


web Ei 
on thy bed, God is a Spirit, and in ſpirit the Lord God will in- 


rich thee, if thou keepeſt thy minde to the Light ĩn thy conſei- 


ence: to be ruled by ic, that thou mayeſt rule and govern actor- 
ding to it, all that are thy Subjects, the inhabitants and people 
that are within the compaſs of thy Dominion. 

And herein thou ſhalt come to bear me teſtimony in the Spiric 
of Light ( as thou turns thy mind to the Light which ſhews thee 
thy ſins) That it will clenſe thy heart, and purifie thy mind from 
the thoughts and motions of fin and evil, and redeem thy ſoul 
and ſpirit from corruption, and reſtore thee as in the day of the 
firſt Adam, in innocency, out of hurt and abuſe, unto that ſtate 
which God Almighty bleſſed, and all the creatures thou wilt 


come to have Dominion over, and the Earth ſubdue, and many 


will bleſs the day of thy birth, if Gods Seed in thee comes to live, 
that thy Seed may repleniſhevery Ifland and Continent of the 
Earch. Thou knoweſt not Gods Work what he is about to do; if 
thou hearken, and obey, and with one heart, nd with one con- 
ſent thy Nobles and Nation ſayes Amen, Let the work of the Lord 
be done. I ſay then, If thy Ancients, and thy honourable men, 
and the Mothers of many children in thy Coaſts , with the man 
of low degree, turns from the evil of their walking, and corrup- 
tion of their wayes, unto the Light in all their eonſciences, to 
ſtand in righteouſneſs for the renown of the Lord, even the jea- 


lous God of his glory, as they come to honor and worſhip in 
ſpirit, them will he crown with dignity, and cauſe their Fame to 


ſpread, and make the Frame of thy Dominion to be the pattern 
of his mighty Work, until the whole Earth be ſubjeR unto the 
ſame dreadful Authority and Power; and behold, thisis the good 
which ſhew thee, and the evil I have not hid from thy heart, 
that thou mayeſt not meditate it upon thy bed, but have opened 
both, and therefore chuſe thee whether; My conſcience to thee 
in the fight of the Lord God I have cleared (touching this mat- 
ter) in tender pure love to thy ſoul, and proſperity of thy Na- 

tion in every quarter thereof. 
Finally, Take this for thy ſtanding- place, that thou mayeſt 
never be removed, Stand in the Light, as thy heart come: to be tur- 
ned to it, and thou ſhalt know, that as thou ſtand; in it, Wiſdome will 
never depart thy Habitatien, and the deepeſt cornſcl, thy ſecret C _ 
8 er, 
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Ir; which will eſtabliſh thee in thy T hrone, 4: it did Selimon the wilt 
But as thou haſt ſinned with thy lips, ſo thou muſt come to the 
mourning of a broken hearc; that God may be honouredin the 
Humility of thy ſoul and ſpirit, and thou thereby come in mercy 
to be exalted in his Kingdom of peace, plenty, and, proſperity. 
Remember Nebucc hadue c car the King, unto whom Dani: i the 
Prophet propheſied, and ſnewed him the interpretation of hard 
things, chap. 4. 


No come to queſtion a few things, that the worth of Wiſ- 
dom may be noted, which giveth alwayes the anſwer of true 
things, and ſuch as none other can ſtand againſt, to overturn, or 

in-ſay. 

* — 1, God looked upon the earth, and behold , all fleſh 
had corrupted his way before the Lord apon the earth. Now I 
do ask, In what can he truth and true: worſhip of God be right- 
ly holden? and who are the ſons of men that are not in the cor- 
rupted wayes? and what is that whieh they have attained unto, 
which will lead out of the corrupted wayes? and are not all Na- 
tions living in lying, and ſwearing, and whoredom, and pride, 
and envy, and murder, and drunkenneſs, in the corrupted 
ways. 

L.2. By what is it that God tryeth the wayes of men? and 
what makes the truth and error, the corruption and incorrupti- 
on of all wayes manifeſt to man, whereby man comes to have aſ- 
ſurance beyond all the traditions of his forefathers , that he is in 
the true way, a faithful ſervant of the Lord, or that he is out 
of che true way of God, a ſeryant of Satan, through the luſt of 
corruption in ſin and tranſgreſſion? 

Q. 3. What is the equal meaſure in man which when the hand 
vf the juſt meaſureth, giveth unto every man full due, and kee- 
peth not back the due from his Neighbor, neither can oppreſſe 
any, but giveth unto his Enemies juſt weight, and full meaſure 


alſo, and loyeth his enemies, and rewardeth his enemies good for 


evil, ſhewing by his good, that bis converſation is juſt, and his 
Religion not in vain. RT 1 
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0.4. Whether is it love or wrath; patience or _raſhneſs ; hum- 
bleneſs or pride, temperance or immoderacie. in life and geſture 
rowards acquaintance or ſtranger, the good or the evil, that 
eſtabliſheth the Prince or the King upon the Throne? And whar 
is the good that leads unto the good order of the beſt ab ? and 
how ought a man to follow it to be eſtabliſhed in righteouſneſs 
and in peace to the end? And whether if a man knows not the 
good in him to guide him, is not his foot ſubject to ſlip, and lie 
to fall. * 

Q. 5. Whether would my owning of one Prophet in vertue, 
before another Prophets life, avail me any thing if I had not re- 
ceived the Spirit ef the Prophets? And how can the confeſſion 
of any Prophets Name , ſhew thereby that a people is of the 
Truth? And whatif any manſhould own God in words, and 
all the Prophets in words, and the Meſſiah in words, what yeuld 
that avail any man if he were not in the ſame pure way which 


theProphets ſtood in, and knew ſomething in him which is of the 


Nature of God. 

0.6. Will not that which trieth all peoples and Nations, try 
all Elders and Prophets alſo in all Nations, and give teſtimony 
unto all people fearing Cod, whether they are of God, yea or 
nay? And is not this alſo the teſtimony of falſe Prophets, to lay 
it ſhall come to paſs according to the words of their propheſie, 
and it comes not at all to paſs, but they ſpeak preſumptuouſly, as 
ſaith the Lord unto Meſes concerning the falſe Prophets ? And 
doth not this give teſtimony of a true Prophet, when the Ward 
of the Prophet cometh to pals according to his Prophelie, at 
the Prophet ſhall be known to the people that the Lord. hath: 
truly ſeat him? SEL 

C. 7. The Meſſiak was the Promiſe of God from the begin- 
ning, and he was manifeſt in the fleſh in ſpirit, but how doth he 
now bruiſe the Serpents head? and what part in man is that 
which is the Serpent? and who hath felt the power and opera- 
tion of the other Seed in his heart to bruiſe the Serpents Head, 
without which there is no Salvation? 

8. VVhat, and ho is the world ſet in mans heart (as ſaith 
Solomon) whereby a man cannot finde out the beginning or the 
end of the work of God? And how comes the myſtery of the 

Wri- 
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he 1 of the Prophets, — ſpeaks of the Kingdom ard 
ry of the living God to be known and underſiood in ſpirit 
"and life, as they were given forth ? 
2. 9. Let me ask of the Prophets in Aſa, and enquire of 
thoſe that propheſie in Africa, what is the interpretation of myꝭꝰ 
"viſion; and ſet the Emperor enquire of them one by one, leaſt 
they dream a divination of their own heart, and conſent toge- 
Ther in falſhood, and ſo deceive thee, and but mock him that up- 
* rightly enquireth, that the Emperor may have the underſtand- 
ing of the Times. 
In my Viſion I ſaw ſeven Trees planted in ſeven places, and 
the ground of ſix of them (where they grew) was of one nature, 
and each Tree had his Fence about hiw ; and I faw many Work- 
men labouring to raiſe the defence higher; they began to labour 
when it was a little light, and the night ſhortly overtook them 
all, chat phey could not work ay longer; ſo that they ſaw not 
good of the works of their hands, and therefore they fate down 
and ſlept in ſorrows. 
Audit came to paſs- that there aroſe a ſtar , which while the 
Workmen ſlumbered, it ſhewed me that the firſt Tree was full 
of Moſs, aud withered without ſhonting a leaf, and ſo waxed 
rotten ;, and I heard one ſay, that notwithſtanding it ſhould re- 
4 main for a ſeaſon, until a fire be kindled. 

The ſecond ſprouted out ſome certain leaves, and it grew into 
two bodies from one root, the one was more green and freſh in 
colour then the other; and it came to paſs that a wind blew, and 
they daſhed each other, bur the green part ſtood longet}, al- 
though her leaves falled therewith, and the body waxed dry at 
the Root, 

The third proſpered for a little feaſon, but much heat parched 
the branches thereof, and that alſo decayey. 

The fourth had a time of proſperity, but the Winter · ſea fon 
blowed cold Winds over her boughs, infomuch that the Rind 
thereof pꝛaled away, ſo that the body was left naked, and it wi- 
thered ſtanding. 

The fifth grew by a pleaſant Brook, & the Waters thereof reſre- 
ſhed her Root, but the ground being not good to retain the moi- 


ſture, although that ſhe budded & bloſſomed, yet it came to paſs 
that 
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that a Wind from the North 2 blew over it, and many of 
the bloſſoms were blaſted, and the reſt that remained, although 
they came to grow towards the goodneſs of Fruits, yet aſter- 
wards there came a ruſling wind from the tiſing of the Sun, and 
they all fell in an untimely ſeaſon. ud 
The ſixth grew mightily,more tall and lofty then all the other 
five, and was the molt of all beautified with the largeſt leaves, 
and delightful coloured bloſſoms, which covered her large quick 
ſprouting boughs, but immediately her root became a Nurſe of 
rottennels. 2311 62 
And I ſawan Ax-bladein the hand of a certain Shepherd, and 
lo, he looked over all the fix, and ſaid, This ir becauſe of their un- 
fruitfulneſs, and yet a ſorer thing muſt come to paſs 3 and he turned 
unto the ſevench Tree, which was planted in a low valley, un- 
ploughed > and behold her body bowed, and ſhe ſtooped unto 
him that had the Ax-bladein his right hand, and he took a mem- 
ber of that Tree, without hurt to che body, and he made there- 
with a Helve for the Ax and faſtened it thereunto. And he tur- 
ned again towards the ſixth Tree, and ſmote ir, that it fell to the 
ground, and ſo he paſſed to the Fences of all the other five fſirſt, 
and made breaches upon them, that they may all utterly become . 
a deſolatiou for ever. 
And he again ſaid, Even ſo muſt it be unto many Oaks and Cedars, 
and wild Apple-Trees in theWoeds, & Vi ſderneſſe of the Forreſts of the 
Regions of the Earth, And again he returned tothe ſeventh Tree, & 
digged about it, and pruned it, and it bare Fruit to his pleaſure 
And he again uttered his word, and ſaid, This is to ſpread ; and 1 
will dig a well by her, and make her field pl aſant , and a refreſbing 
River ſhall compaſ; her banks, that my Flic be which I haue is ſecret 
places, may openly feed as one Herd within the compaſs of this Fence 
which I have framed, and will build it rownd about, that no Thief may 
reach to taſte of her fruit. 
And | ſaw it and b!:ffed the Lord, and magnified the Name 
of the Moſt High God. | 
q. 10. Is chere any pure Religion upon the Face of the 
Earth, but where the people doth do unto all men as chey would 
men ſhould do unto them, which the light in a mans conſcience 
teacheth to do? And is not all profeſsion of pure Religion io 
0 * 
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holineſs r any other then a- 
bomination and rottenneſs in the account of the holy juſt 


75 i. Cod bleſſed me in the womb, and ſanctiſied me in the 

| day of my birth, who hath ſeparated me from the Land of my 

| natural nativity; and now how if my love is conſiratned to be 
more towards the Seed in the Turł, then unto the fleſh of Eng- 
land Inhabitants ? ought I therefore the more to be curſed by 
my-own Nation, orleſs bleſſed by thy Nation? Or am] faulty 
ro ſtand againſt iniquity inthe Gate, to ſtop the Flood of wrath 
which is ready to enter in as through a Gap ? or may I be bla- 
med in wreſtling, that bleſsing may overſpread the length and 
breadth of thy Dominion? 

A. 12. I would not offend the juſt, nor trouble the righteous, 
yetI enquire of the wiſe men of thy Court, whether is it againſt 
the Law of God, and life of the holy men, to try all things, and 
hold faſt that which is good? and how ſhall any know the good 
ſimply as it comes from the Fountain, ſo as to be plainly 

2 diſtinguiſhable from that which is but a ſhew in hypocriſie? 1s 

5 there any thing that makes manifeſt, or that can make manifeſt 
1 truth in a mans ſpirit, and ſeal it to his heart, beyond the tradi- 
tions of men, or the perſwaſions of women, beſides the light in 
a mans conſcience, which convinceth him of his ſins. 


Now I querie concerning that which will diſcover ſuch in the 
Cloſet of a mans heart, who are in other Nations, to be a peo- 
ple walking in the pure Religion: There is a ſtone to try all met- 
tals by. 

0.1 hb And what is the Touchſtone of tryal of all Nations? V Yhat 
is that by which Abel, and Exech, and Neah, and Abraham, and 
Iſaac and Jacob walked, who walked by a Rule before Moſes was, 
to whom firſt theLaw in Tables of ſtone was given? what was the 


by which the holy men of God had the witneſs and teſtimony of 
the Truth. and Kingdom of God, which if the Seriptures, and the 
writings of the Law given in tables of ſtone, had been always hid 
from this generation, & theProphets writings fromthe people of 
this age, yet might theSced have the ſame teſtimony by the — 

| thing 


Rule before the Prophets, or the Scriptures, & the Law in Tables, 


(23) % | 
thing which Abel and Enoch had of God, and which Gods ſer- 
vants now have. | 12 

g. 14. Hath thy Nation the Faith of living after deathꝛif they 
have not, I am then anſwered before I ask; but if they have that 
Faith, Ithen enquire, Whether is it better to dye as a ſtranger 
among men for conſcience ſake, and be received as an everlaſti 
ſojourner with the Lord in the endleſs day of bleſsing, then to 
be the moſt acquainted and beloved amongſt men, and afterthe 
time of man to periſh worſe then the beaſts of the field ? And 
what is honour or profit of richesin this life, to be for ever mi- 
ſerablein theliſe- to come ? dot 

q. 15. It was the great fin of the Jews in the dayes of old, in 
making Idols of Gold, and Silver, and Stone, and Wood, and 
men, and — and of their own ſtrength; it was alſo their 
ſin in having the Law and the Commandments, and yet walked 
with looſe hearts, worſhipping onely with their p. and month, 
and in ſpiritand mind, were ſtrangers to Cod, the eternal ſpi- 
rit: And is it an evil for me to ſay, Enquire and ſee, and ſearch 

in thy own borders to find out if ſuch a thing, or the reſem- 
blance of this thing be not within the compaſs of thy Dominion. 
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. Thus the Lord God gently tries thee, who is jealous 
of bis glory, and yet further will he ſearch thy heart, and 
try thee as gold, if thy countenance turns unto purity ; yet thus 
far thou mayſt not be jealous of anyother thing to hurt thee, for 
behold, God hath turned my face towards the Jews ſcattered in 
thy borders, and hanging upon thy skirts, that they may be tur · 
ned in ſpirit unto Sbiloh, that in peace they may for ever reſt in 
the Dominion, out of all heart-burnings, or evil-ſurmizes, in 
the beſt content, not by conſtraint onely, but of a willing mind 
and heart in the ſight of God. 

Andthe Lord God of truth knoweth the uprightneſs of my 
heart, that I deceive thee not with flatteries, whole ſervant I am 
in dread and fear, and not my own. 


Fohn Perrot. 


